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Outline

» Overview of SARA and the development application process

» Development applications for QCoast2100 works and likely referral triggers 

» Referral to SARA – mandatory application requirements, supporting information

» The SARA technical agencies and SDAP 

» How to apply 

» Pre-lodgement advice

» Common issues

» Tips



The State Assessment and Referral Agency (SARA)

» SARA is the ‘shopfront’ to all the state agencies in the development assessment process  

» State interests include coastal processes, marine plants, waterways, declared Fish Habitat Areas, state-

controlled roads, railways, native vegetation, koala habitat etc

» SARA works with the relevant technical agencies and assesses the application against the State 

Development Assessment Provisions (SDAP)

LODGEMENT

SARA is the single point of 
lodgement for SARA 

referral and assessment 
manager applications

ASSESSMENT

The SARA assessment 
includes technical advice 
from state agencies with 
expertise in the particular 

matters of interest covered 
by SDAP

DECISION

SARA will issue a single 
decision notice (as assessment 
manager) or a referral agency 
response (as a referral agency



The State Assessment and Referral Agency (SARA)

» In most cases local government is the assessment manager and SARA is the referral agency

» SARA is only involved where there is a matter of state interest

» The application is referred to SARA after it has been lodged with the local government 



QCoast2100 works – typical referral triggers 

» Expected referral trigger: 

‒ tidal works, or work in a coastal management district – assessment by DES and MSQ

» Other likely triggers:

‒ marine plants, waterway barrier works, declared Fish Habitat Area– assessment by DAF

‒ wetland protection area – assessment by DES

» Other possible triggers – see Schedule 10 of the Planning Regulation

‒ determined by the site of the works and the nature of the works proposed 



» Some state interests are mapped - refer to the 
SARA DAMS mapping

‒ mapped state interests relevant to coastal 
works: coastal management district, 
waterways, declared Fish Habitat Areas, 
wetland protection areas

» Some state interests are not mapped

‒ marine plants

» See Schedule 10 of the Planning Regulation for 
all state referral triggers

» If a DA is likely and there are likely referral 
triggers, seek prelodgement advice 

QCoast2100 works – typical referral triggers 



DAMS Mapping



Referral to SARA

» Mandatory requirements:

‒ Confirmation notice

‒ Form 1

‒ Evidence of owner’s consent 

‒ Payment of referral fees

» Supporting information:

‒ Plans and designs, consultant reports, any 

written documentation that is relevant to the 

project 

‒ Response to the relevant state codes of SDAP



SDAP – State codes







SARA referral agency response 

» SARA as a referral agency must decide to tell the assessment manager that the state: 

‒ has no requirements, or

‒ instructs the assessment manager to include conditions to attach to any development 

approval, or 

‒ instruct the assessment manager to refuse the development application.  



How to apply to SARA
» MyDAS2

‒ prepare and lodge/refer to SARA

‒ integration with the SARA DAMS 

mapping

‒ select and make electronic payment of 

fees

‒ request pre-lodgement advice 

‒ change applications 



Pre-lodgement advice

» Seek pre-lodgement advice – no fee

» Meeting and/or written advice

» The level and detail of advice will depend on the quality and details of information provided

» Early SARA input = early identification of issues



Common issues

» Lack of information to demonstrate the issue and reason for works

» No discussion of lesser impact design options and why these were not considered viable

» Not identifying the entire scope of work

» Inadequate detail on plans to assess the impact on state interests e.g. no lines of tide, not 

identifying areas of marine plants and other vegetation, location of works in relation to property 

boundaries or identifying features is not clear

» Conflicting plans included in the supporting information 

» Limited or no information about works methods or the location and impacts of temporary works 

(e.g. construction or site access, bunding, equipment and materials set down)



Tips

» Check the DAMS mapping to identify mapped state 
interests

» Consider all aspects of the works – permanent and 
temporary works, mitigation and restoration 

» Seek pre-lodgement advice to identify issues or concerns 
early

» Include information about the need for the works, the 
options considered (design, works methods, etc), how 
impacts will be avoided, minimised and mitigated

» Refer to the state code guidelines when responding to the 
SDAP

» Include a statutory declaration if eligible for a fee 
concession



Toorbul seawall 
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Toorbul seawall 
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Toorbul seawall – Site 2  
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Toorbul seawall – Site 2  
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Toorbul seawall – Site 3
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Toorbul seawall – Site 3
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For more information:

» SARA, development assessment, prelodgement services, MyDAS2: 

‒ Google State Assessment and Referral Agency

‒ Visit https://planning.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au 

Contact:
» celeste.bownds@dsdilgp.qld.gov.au

» SEQ North SARA office: SEQNorthSARA@dsdilgp.qld.gov.au

» For the SARA office in your region:

‒ https://planning.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/contact-us

mailto:SEQNorthSARA@dsdilgp.qld.gov.au
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