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Partnership for Framework Development and Biodiversity Monitoring
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Strategic Context
Australia’s most sustainable region 

– healthy, smart, creative

Coastal outcome at 2041:
Our coastal areas are healthy, resilient to 
climate change impacts and support 
sustainable use.

Coastal target:
Maintain and improve the health of our coast 
to good or excellent grade by 2041



www.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au

Strategic Context
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The capacity of coastal areas to support: 
• Natural processes and ecosystems
• Recreation, social interaction and economic opportunities

The outcomes of the coastal health report provide a baseline to track and 
communicate progress towards Council’s coastal health target and outcomes.

What is coastal health?  
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Coastal Health Report Framework
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Summaries key characteristics of the broader coastal 
zone to help understand the finer-scale report card 
results.

Information gathered from established sources on:

• Development, economy, and growth

• Weather and coastal hazards: 

• Catchment and waterway health

• Vegetated habitats

Coastal Zone Context  
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Coastline Ecosystems
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Coastline Condition - Biodiversity 
• Monitoring iconic coastal animals, 

vegetation, and ecosystems

• Defensible information on ecological 
condition 

• Representative, modern, reliable, and 
engaging science

• Quantitative benchmarks

• Clear frameworks to convert ecological data 
to grades



www.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au

Coastline Condition - 
Biodiversity 
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Coastline Condition - Beach and Buffer Widths
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• Lower Estuary and Coastal Lagoon systems monitored for water quality 
• Environmental water quality supporting natural processes

Coastline Condition - Water quality

Total nitrogen

Total phosphorus

Dissolved oxygen

Chlorophyll-a

Turbidity
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Public Benefits
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Calculating Scores and Grades

Grades
Indicator 

scores (how 
far from 

benchmarks)

Compliance 
with 

indicator 
benchmarks

Individual 
indicator 
results
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Results Summary 
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Recognising Council Actions
Council’s makes a significant investment in coastal management, including;

• $6M for coastal operational services 
• $7M on capital improvements to coastal parks, and 
• $2.2M on stormwater quality

The Coastal Health Report includes 
case studies on existing actions 
that support the generally positive 
report card results.
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Independent peer review: - 

• “The robustness and thoroughness of the monitoring science 
underlying this report is particularly impressive. The 
biodiversity monitoring is outstanding.”

• “The beach monitoring program is excellent. I know of no 
other program as comprehensive as this.” 

• “ ... the majority of the biodiversity data in the underlying 
reports are either published or under review in peer-reviewed 
international science journals.”

Testing Our Program
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Web Portal
The Coastal Health Report web portal is the 
key mechanism for sharing information with 
the community

https://gisportal.scc.qld.gov.au/portal/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=0fcfec1aebb644879e4ebe3b86b3d5aa
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Web Portal
The Coastal Health Report 
document can also be 
downloaded from the web 
portal

https://els.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/discove
r-by-location/coastal-health-report-for-the-
sunshine-coast 

https://gisportal.scc.qld.gov.au/portal/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=0fcfec1aebb644879e4ebe3b86b3d5aa
https://els.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/discover-by-location/coastal-health-report-for-the-sunshine-coast
https://els.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/discover-by-location/coastal-health-report-for-the-sunshine-coast
https://els.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/discover-by-location/coastal-health-report-for-the-sunshine-coast
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Coastal Health Report Future
• Provides an evidence base to support coastal management 

activities, including implementation of the Coastal Hazard 
Adaptation Strategy and development of a new Healthy 
Coast Management Plan

• Report on ongoing coastal monitoring and track progress on 
target to maintain and improve the health of our coast to 
good or excellent grade by 2041

• Provide a feedback loop to operational work to address 
issues identified by the report

• The Coastal Health Report will be prepared every 3 years
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